Problems associated with implant rehabilitation of the edentulous maxilla.
Implant rehabilitation of the edentulous maxilla is one of the most challenging endeavors that faces the restorative dentist. Comprehensive diagnosis and precise evaluation of the patient's needs followed by appropriate treatment planning provide the restorative dentist with the necessary tools to satisfy patient expectations and the realization that this patient would greatly benefit from this treatment or that the patient should be referred to a prosthodontist for further evaluation. Not enough emphasis can be placed on adequate placement of the implants by the surgeon. As with any rehabilitation, aesthetics are of prime importance to the patient, and proper occlusion confers longevity to the prosthesis. Whether a removable or fixed implant-supported prosthesis is fabricated, every step is crucial and is reflected in the final product. When all sequences of treatment are properly executed, the successful implant rehabilitation of the maxilla is one of the most gratifying procedures for both the restorative dentist and the patient.